2008 CIE Youth Program Status as of 8/28/2008
By Grace Tyler
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Mathcomp/Mathfun and Parenting Seminar (6/7/2008)

We had a very successful MathComp/MathFun event and we had another record high attendance. Over 100 enthusiastic volunteers worked hard to make the event successful. 

The annual Math Comp/Math Fun event was held on June 7, 2008, at Collin County Community College in Plano. There were more than 800 students and parents attended the event. There were 409 students registered for the Math Comp. Over 400 students participated at the Math Fun program. We enlisted Dr. Tom Butts, Professor of Mathematics Education at the University of Texas at Dallas, and a team of PISD math specialists to prepare the question sets. The goal of the contest is to test advanced problem solving skills. During the written test, we held a seminar, "Balance Matters in Parenting”. Over 200 parents attended the seminar. The speaker was Brent O'Bannon, an author of The Balance Matters: Turning burnout into balance, Licensed Professional Counselor, Distinguished Toastmaster, and member of the National Speakers Association.  

Junior Leadership Seminar (6/14/2008)

The CYLC Junior Leadership Seminar is host by Chinese Youth Leadership Club, sponsored by the CIE/USA-DFW. The junior leadership seminar was held at DFW Technology Activity Center, Richardson for teenagers from grades 9 – 12. Sixty-five students attended the workshop.

The seminars focused on helping students to build up their self-confidence in preparation for college. There were three interactive workshops and a panel discussion. The speakers came from different backgrounds. They are Helen Yu is a Senior Litigation Attorney at American Airlines, Inc., Annette Green, a senior manager of Brinker International and Ian Lim of Clark Consulting, a financial and investment management expert. The topics included importance of communication and people skills, self confidence and knowing your strength, and principles of financial management including using a credit card and balancing a check book. At the end, there was a panel discussion sharing personal experiences and opinions on college and career choices. The attendees enjoyed the event and learned skills to prepare for college. 

DFW Chinese Youth Summer Camp (CYC) (7/14/2008 – 7/19/2008)

The CIE/USA-DFW Chapter Youth Program was honored to sponsor the DFW Chinese Youth Camp (CYC).  Over 200 campers attended the program at Texas A&M Commerce during the week of July 14 through 19. 
DFW Chinese Youth Summer Camp (CYC) is to provide a fun and educational environment for youth to learn about the virtues of Chinese culture. The camp provides a connection for the generation of mostly Chinese youth to meet with others of similar background while learning about Chinese culture, ethics, and various art forms.
Chinese Youth Leadership Camp (CYLC) (7/21/2008 – 7/26/2008)

The CIE/USA-DFW Chapter Youth Program was honored to sponsor the Chinese Youth Leadership Camp (CYLC).  240 students, 6 college TAs and 20 volunteer teachers attended the program at Austin College, Sherman, Texas from July 21 to July 26.
The Chinese Youth Leadership Camp (CYLC) is to provide the youth a safe environment to build up friendships, cooperation, and social skills among group activities. Through the activities youth should learn self discipline and communication skills to empower them to take responsibility for their behavior. Encourage youth for creative expression to find conflict solution, collaborate with peers, accountability and trust. To strengthen their confident of goal setting and decision making through the camp activities and team-building. 
Young Achiever Award (YAA) (4/28/2008 – 7/27/2008)


      
We received 22 YAA applications and all of them have outstanding accomplishments. This is another record high for YAA applications. The sponsors of the Young Achiever Award (YAA) program are EDS, IBM, Nortel, Raytheon and Texas Instruments.

This year, it is our honor to have the professionals from various industries and academies as the YAA selection committee. After the committee evaluations, sixteen distinguished applicants are selected to be the recipients of the award. We have notified the awardees today. Name of the winners will be published on this week’s newspaper. The Young Achiever Award presentation will be held at the CIE annual convention banquet on Saturday, October 11th at the Renaissance hotel in Richardson.

Many hours were spent in CIE membership verifications for YAA applicants due to internal book-keeping issues. Lifetime and non-lifetime members joined CIE years ago but their information was not found in CIE database. This happened to multiple applicants in 2007 and 2008. These issues make CIE looked bad as a professional technology organization. We need to either fix the membership database problems or drop the YAA membership requirement in the future.
English Essay Writing Contest (8/4/2008 - 8/24/2008)


  
The CIE/USA-DFW Chapter English Essay Writing Contest has been one of the most exciting events of our youth programs. The objective of the event is to promote creative writing skills for students from grades 1 to 12. This event receives great responses every year. We received 147 entries this year, another record high. We are always happy to see so many children putting their great efforts and able to achieve such excellent achievements.  An award ceremony will be held on Saturday, September 13th at the Richland College. 

We have saved 25$0 for paying judging this year. Last year, we paid $450 for a judge to grade all 137 entrants. This year, we are using two judges. They are English teacher at Green Hill and AP teacher and  English Department Chair of John Paul II High School. They have passion to help students. To show our appreciation, I have agreed to pay each one $100 and invite them to the banquet. 

Youth English Speech Contest (9/13/2008)

            The DFW English Youth Speech Contest, organized by Texas Dragon Toastmasters, will be held from 8:00 to 12:30 on Saturday, September 13 at the Richland College. Grades 1-12 are eligible to compete. We have received over 60 registrations. We anticipate to have 80-100 contestants.  We plan to divide 1-12 grades into 9 groups to balance total speech time for each group. For each group, we will need a contest master, two timers and a Sergeant At Arms and two judges. That means, we will need 18 judges and 36 volunteers just for the contest. We will need additional volunteers for registrations and setup. We will have another planning meeting on Sunday evening. There are much work to recruit judges and volunteers.  
	North Texas Youth Spelling Bee (11/2/2008)

The CIE/USA-DFW Chapter Youth Program is honored to sponsor the North Texas Youth Spelling Bee.  The spelling contest will be held on 11/2/2008 at Carrollton Sun Ray Chinese School.  The purpose of the North Texas Youth Spelling Bee is to lead students to broaden their vocabularies, improve their spelling, heighten their literacy, and develop crucial language skills. 




