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Ms. Meimei DiGennaro
President
CIE/USA-DFW

	As the President of the Chinese Institute of Engineers/USA-DFW Chapter, it is my distinct privilege to welcome you, distinguished guests, to our annual convention. On behalf of our organization, I’d like to invite you to help us celebrate our 91th anniversary in the US, and the 19th in the DFW area.

In February, with the objective ‘to make engineering a stronger and more diverse profession’, our DFW Chapter had the great honor of representing CIE/USA in co-chairing the prestigious National Engineers Week (E-Week) with IBM. Additionally, our chapter represented CIE/USA with more than 10,000 members in six area chapters across the country, in hosting the Asian-American Engineers of the Year (AAEOY) Awards.
It is no doubt that today’s global economy is technology driven. As a nonprofit professional organization, CIE/USA-DFW has been playing an important role, given the growing needs for skilled workers, in the field of engineering. It is evident that our Biotechnology, Microelectronics, Telecommunication, and Information Technology seminars have fostered the most up-to-date technology learning and knowledge sharing.  Our Business Management, and Leadership Assessment and Mentoring Program (LAMP) not only bring tremendous benefits to the members of the CIE organization, but it also provides great opportunities for the general public to broaden their horizon.
In addition to producing more qualified engineers capable of providing solutions to today’s business and technology transformation challenges, our flagship Youth Program is also planting the seeds for growing the future engineer population and knowledge workers. With continued sponsorship, relentless volunteers, and impeccable leadership of our Vice President of Youth Programs, our MathComp/MathFun event recorded more than 400 contestants of all races in 12 age groups while their 300+ moms and dads concurrently participating in parenting seminars. Our 100+ volunteers were absolutely delighted to serve such a great crowd. Our popular English Essay Writing Contest, English Speech Tournament, and several Junior Leadership Initiatives are helping many students to increase their chance of enrolling into excellent engineering colleges. Tonight, we’ll have the opportunity to observe sixteen distinguished high school sophomores and juniors while they receive the Young Achiever Award. This scholarship will help pave their way into higher education. 

With “Driving Success through Business & Technology Transformation” as the theme of our convention, we are privileged to have Dr. Uming Ko, Senior Fellow of Texas Instruments, whose design has helped propel TI into the biggest digital chip maker in the world, as our opening keynote this afternoon. Tonight, we’re most honored to have Mr. Jeff Fegan, CEO of the DFW International Airport, as our keynote speaker for the evening banquet. We are very grateful to have also received overwhelming support from our local industry partners and prominent speakers to share their visions and experiences on our parallel panel discussions 
As we celebrate our success of the past 91 years in America, we look forward to continued opportunity and challenges in integrating our diverse talents to facilitate technology learning, to strengthen our community services, and to inspire the future generations. On behalf of the CIE/USA-DFW Chapter, I sincerely appreciate your support of our mission. To the tireless volunteers, we thank you for your tenacious contributions to a great cause. I hope you enjoy our convention. My best wishes to all of you for continued success.  


CIE/USA-DFW 2008
1


