Tuesday June 16, 2009, Plano TX.


The Chinese Institute of Engineers (CIE-USA) DFW Chapter, Texas Instruments Chinese Initiative (TI CI) and Raytheon Asian Pacific Association (RAPA) of North Texas held a successful Leadership Assessment and Mentoring Program (LAMP) symposium on June 13th 2009 at Collin County Community College in Plano TX.  The symposium attracted over 150 professionals from around the DFW area. Participants’ feedback was extremely positive and many remarked they were invigorated, felt inspired and more enthusiastic in their career, professional development and changes ahead.
LAMP Symposium this year brought a theme hot in the minds and hearts of many professionals and leaders; “Career and Leadership in Transforming Time”.  The organizers CIE-USA, TI CI and RAPA were fortunate to have the presence and participations of leaders and distinguished professionals, Lynne Grant, Edward Fullman,  Jung-Chih Chiao, Jerry Pi and Linda Kao. Audience were inspired and captivated by the accomplishments of each speaker and panelist whom themselves crossed paths with change, overcame challenges and seized the opportunities.

Lynne Grant, Mentoring officer and Human Resources manager for the Texas & Raytheon Vision Systems (RVS) Engineering and Quality organizations for Network Centric Systems (NCS) gave an insightful and factful presentation on mentoring.   Mentoring is a great technique and as the keynote speaker emphasized,  “Mentoring works when there is trust on both sides, when the experience involves actions and attitudes designed to help mentee achieve his or her objectives and when both mentor and mentee perceive the experience as successful”.
Ed Fullman general manager of TI's High Speed Products Group was another keynote speaker at the symposium. Ed shared his experiences going through multiple major changes in his career.  His sound advice is for us all to want to be the catalysts to change itself for change will happen. Enthusiastic audience listened intently to learn how to be winners of change.

Three panelists of diverse background graced the symposium with their presence and shared their distinctive experiences. 

J-C Chiao, a Professor of Electrical Engineering, University of Texas at Arlington, and Biomedical Engineering Program, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center captivated the participants sharing how during the crisis of telecom bubble, he made the decision to switch his career direction to the biomedical applications. The decision was based on the global market and technology needs for the fast-growing aging populations and skyrocketing costs of healthcare. It was a bold move made with strategic thinking, planning and focus on the value he could present to his target industry.
Jerry Pi is another well received panel speaker at the symposium. This Senior Manager of Standards and Algorithm Research Group, Samsung Telecommunications America clearly understands the changes surrounding him and demanded of him to remain competitive and current.
Last but not least accomplished, elegant and charismatic ex-model Ms. Linda Kao whom is the assistant dean of Global Operations Cox School of Business, Southern Methodist University delighted audience with her share of experiences, challenges and wins, inspired and encouraged participants whom mainly are looking for the same thing out of the symposium, how to make an impact in their career in the midst of new challenges. 

The organizers are thrilled to be able to bring together excellent credible speakers, panelists and outstanding achievers to contribute to the development and success of professionals in our community.  We thank all speakers and panelists for their part in making the symposium a success.
For more information on seminars produced by CIE please visit CIE website at http://www.cie-dfw.org.
Written by Nik Ressler, 2009 LAMP co-chair.


