2007 DFW Chinese Youth Camp (CYC) 
The CIE/USA-DFW Chapter Youth Program was honored to sponsor the DFW Chinese Youth Camp (CYC) in 2007.  Nearly 180 campers and around 30 adults left our footprints all over the campus of Texas A&M Commerce during the week of July 16 through 21. 

CYC 2007 combined the much treasured art and folk activities and virtues of Chinese culture with immeasurable fun and interactive experience. Campers not only learned the basic knowledge and skills of folk dance, martial art, Chinese yo-yo and calligraphy, they also were taught the essential elements of social manners in the etiquette and ballroom dance classes. As if that was not enough, the Teaching Assistants (college students who were ex-campers) put together a whole week of evening events including recreation and relay games, as well as water activities with delicious Chinese BBQ. The climax of CYC arrived during the closing ceremony. All the campers showcased skills they acquired and talents they discovered throughout the week as their proud parents took snapshots of their glorious moments on stage. In a nutshell, CYC was truly an embodiment of edutainment—Chinese cultural education and entertainment in one package. 

Besides a fun-packed and highly educational schedule, a team of well-trained and enthusiastic high school age counselors maintained the orderly manners of all campers. The counselors provided campers with the care they needed away from home, especially for the younger ones. Prior to the camp, the CYC committee conducted six workshops to prep a group of young and outstanding high school students to handle the day-in and day-out of running a camp. These workshops were designed to encourage characters of responsibility, caring, trustworthiness, respect, fairness and citizenship in the counselors as they would each provide supervision of 20 plus campers. From handling squabbles between campers to demands for piggyback rides from campers, these counselors were given guidance to handle various situations that may arise during camp.

The superb job these counselors did during camp was obvious from A&M staff’s comments. Several of the staff members indicated our campers were the most polite and orderly among other groups that camped at A&M. Many instructors also expressed that they would love to come back next years.

At the conclusion of the camp, every campers, counselor and adult volunteer got on to the stage and sung the song “Friends” in Chinese. Tear drops could be spotted on many of the faces. Many of these campers will come back year after year, sliding through the adolescent years every summer with many of the same friends they met this year at CYC. 

