2007 English Speech Contest
The CIE/USA-DFW Chapter Youth Program sponsored a Youth English Speech Contest for  1st to 12th graders on July 14th at the Richland College, Dallas, Texas, organized by the Texas Dragon Toastmasters club. The event was a roaring success, one of the biggest of its kind to be held in the Metroplex with 94 contestants competing against the best speakers in their age group in the DFW area.
The DFW Youth English Speech Contest was instituted by Texas Dragon Toastmasters to provide 1st to 12th graders a platform to showcase their speech writing and speech delivering skills. Each contestant competed with his peers and was evaluated on the basis of content, delivery, and style by experienced Toastmasters. 

The evaluators and organizers, largely consisting of experienced public speakers, were swept off their feet by the incredible speeches delivered by the participants. “The amount of maturity displayed in the speeches, and the ease of delivery shown today are traits of an excellent orator”, one organizer said.

In order to level the playing field, two youth speech workshops were held on June 17th and July 7th at the Texins Activities Center in Dallas. The workshops helped train the participants in essential speech building and speech delivering skills. 

To top off the speech contest, a demonstration speech was delivered by experienced speaker and Distinguished Toastmaster (DTM) Anthony Kung which captivated both youth and parents alike. 

The contest was exceptionally chaired by Texas Dragon Toastmasters president Shawn Xiong and was conducted by Texas Dragon member Jenny Hoch, who played a pivotal role in drawing the large number of experienced speakers for evaluating the contestants. Also crucial to the success of the event were the CIE-DFW youth program chair Grace Tyler and the entire Texas Dragon Toastmasters club.


Each presentation was evaluated by two judges from the Toastmasters International District 50 using the following guidelines:

	Speech Development (20%)
	- Structure, organization, and support material

	Effectiveness (15%)
	- Achievement of purpose, interest, and reception

	Speech Value (15%)
	- Ideas, logic, and original thought 

	Delivery (30%)
	- Physical :  Appearance, eye contact, and body language

- Voice:  dynamics and volume projection

- Manner: directness, assurance, and enthusiasm

	Language (20%)
	- Appropriateness – to speech, purpose and audience

- Correctness – grammar, pronunciation, and word selection


We thank the following organizations for their continued support:

Texas Dragon Toastmasters Club

Texas Instruments Inc.

Richland College

New Star Leadership Education Center

Lone Star Gaveliers Gavel Club

Speech Contest Winners
	Group
	Grade
	1st place
	2nd place
	3rd place
	Honorable Mention

	A-1
	1
	Jason Luo
	Dylan Yu
	Katherine Xiong
	Eric Tang

Thomas Cheung

	A-2
	2
	Jesse Tan
	Lena Khanolkar
	Nancy Chen
	Elizabeth Zhou

Jenny Zhu

Joycelyn Yiu

	B-1
	3
	Kevin Wu
	Alice Liu
	Hannah Smilansky
	Caroline Hao

Lyndon Huang

Vivian Zhou

	B-2
	4
	Sarah Zhou
	Tonny Tao
	Thomas Yu
	Titus Deng

Franklin Zhang

Mckenna Black

	C
	5 & 6
	Richard Jiang
	Michael Wu
	Akul Arora
	Ari Gao

	D-1
	7
	Colby Ye
	Kyle Yuan
	Matthew Deng
	Chi-Tang Hsieh

	D-2
	8
	Kelly King
	Jessica Pei
	Vybhavi Bharadwaj
	

	E
	9 & 10
	Alison Tan
	Alex Wang
	
	

	F
	11 & 12
	Stephanie Pan
	
	
	


