2007 Junior Leadership Seminar
The CYLC Junior Leadership Seminar is host by Chinese Youth Leadership Club, sponsored by the CIE/USA-DFW and has been part of the annual Youth Programs for many years. This junior leadership seminar is for teenagers from grades 9 – 12 at the University of Texas, Dallas, Texas. Over sixty students attended the workshop.

The seminar was focused on helping students to build up their self-confidence in preparation for college. There were three interactive workshops and a panel discussion. The workshops focused on family, career and community, effective communication and positive mental attitude. 

The speakers came from different backgrounds: Mrs. Helen Yu has a law degree from Northeastern University. She is a Litigation Attorney at American Airlines. Mr. Anthony A. Kung is a Senior Business Analyst at EDS. He is a proficient speaker and he has won many speech contests in Toastmasters. Dr. Julia Wai-Yin So is a director of community development of the Dallas County Community College District (DCCCD). She is responsible for promoting DCCCD in the Asian community, facilitating Asian support for DCCCD projects and programs, and identifying and meeting community needs with respect to educational opportunities and workforce development.

The opening seminar, “Family, Career and Community” was led by Helen Yu. She migrated with her family to the United States in 1978.  Helen has a special way to relate to the audience. She shared personal stories about her childhood, high school, college and becoming a lawyer. She pointed out some major cultural differences for Chinese in the United States. Helen emphasized that it is important to learn our background. Each one of us represents Chinese. We should embrace it and be proud of it, be a good citizen in our community and be a good role model. Always do the best you can.

The “Formal and Informal Communication for Leaders” session was presented by
Anthony Kung. Anthony pointed out the cultural differences in communication between Chinese and American societies. He learned that effective communication is important in America. Anthony provided many hands on learning opportunities to demonstrate effective communication skills. Students learned skills for networking and public speaking. They also learned speech organization, eye contact, facial expression, gestures and stage movement. 
In the third session, the topic “The ABC’s of College Preparation” was presented by Dr. Julia So.  Julia used a half glass of water to test how students perceived it. Some perceived it half empty and some perceived it half full. It is reflecting the way we perceive ourselves with what we have or what we do not have. Students were divided into groups to do exercises to learn to achieve a balance life and become a confident ABC.

The last session was panel discussion. The panelists were Eric Chen, Shannon Chou,

Petsa Sakounlaphoum, Teresa Yu, Rebecca Yu and Woody Wu. They are college students and young professionals. They provided their personal experiences and opinions on college and career choices. Audience interaction reached the highest point during the question and answer session. Overall, the Junior Leadership Seminars were very successful. The attendees enjoyed the event and learned skills to prepare for college. 

