2007 Math Comp/Math Fun News Release

On May 26, 2007, the annual Math Comp/Math Fun event was held at Collin County Community College in Plano. The event was organized by the Chinese Institute of Engineers (CIE) DFW chapter Youth Programs and sponsored by EWeek Fundation, IBM, Collin County Community College District (CCCCD), the Chinese Initiative of Texas Instruments, 1st International Bank and PB Foundation.  The goals of the Math Comp program are to stimulate students’ interest in mathematics and to enhance their skills in problem solving. 

We had a very successful event this year. There were more than 700 participants in the event. We had almost 400 students pre-registered for the Math Comp. We enlisted Dr. Tom Butts, Professor of Mathematics Education at the University of Texas at Dallas, and a team of PISD math teachers to prepare the question sets. The goal of the contest is to test advanced problem solving skills. Therefore, questions become increasingly more difficult as students progress in their studies.
After the Math Comp contest, the students rushed out from the classrooms and eagerly started participating in Math Fun. Math Fun provides many interesting mathematics, puzzles and games to the students to broaden their critical thinking skills and also to bring mathematical applications to life. Once the problems were solved, the children were rewarded with fun toys and gifts. It is exciting to see that the students are so enthusiastic in solving the mathematics puzzles and games. The Math Fun sponsors included CYC, CYLC, QD Academy, Hua-Hsing Chinese School, Tong Xin Chinese School, Tzu Chi Chinese School, Dallas Chinese Education Center, MTGK Institute, Free Puzzles.com, BGS Chess and Shiny Star Learning Center.
During the written test, CIE/DFW also organized a seminar, "Balance Matters in FAMILY". The speaker was Brent O'Bannon, an author of The Balancing Act eZine, Licensed Professional Counselor, Distinguished Toastmaster, and member of the National Speakers Association.  The presentation focused on balance matters in life and balance matters in family. This presentation gave practical idea's, entertaining personal stories, and inspiring real life examples of how to be a balanced parent, how to raise a balanced child, and how to keep balance in family. 

The purpose of the Math Comp/Math Fun event is to promote students’ and parents' interests in mathematics education. With the declining students' interests in math and science, it has become harder and harder for the U.S. students to compete internationally in those fields. CIE, CCCC & Chinese Initiative of Texas Instruments have been sponsoring this Math Comp & Math Fun event for over 10 years.  The number of students participating has increased each year because it is such a worthy event. 
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